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text exercise: A Perfect Spy

A Perfect Spy

Magnus Pymm, counsellor at the British Embassy in Vienna, has suddenly vanished, believed defected.  The chase is on: for a missing husband, a devoted father and a lifetime secret agent.

Pymm's life, it is revealed, is entirely made up of secrets.  Dominated by a father of mythic dimensions, a confidence trickster on an epic scale, Pymm has from the age of seventeen been controlled by two agents who have been his lifelong mentors.

It is these two men, betrayed by his disappearance, who are orchestrating the search, racing each other and time itself, desperate to find clues to find the perfect spy.
1. Enter the text above and print a copy.  Lines need not end with the same words as this layout - this will vary with font size and style.

2. Add this sentence as a first paragraph - John Le Carré has produced a masterpiece - a deeply personal mystery - and, according to The Times, 'simply one of the finest English novels of the Seventies'.
3. Change Pymm to Pym wherever it occurs throughout the document.

4. Make the heading centred and bold.

5. Fully justify all the paragraphs and merge the last three only into a single paragraph.

6. Set in the whole of the text by 2cm on each side.  Print a copy of the revised document.
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