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Travellers’ Tales

Messages


Australia

If you are driving in southern NSW and want to stop at a neat town for a bite to eat, I recommend Berrigan. The whole town is arty, which I found surprising after driving through heaps of cow pastures for days on end.

Jane Dunn

Britain

Theatre fans who are travelling to London and are eligible for an international student ID card should definitely get one. By going to the box office shortly before curtain time and flashing the ID, you can gain fabulous seats at top shows for a pittance. Most tickets can be had for under £15 and, in some cases, as little as £4.

Peter Sarrett

Cambodia

You can fly from Siem Reap to Phnom Penh by military helicopter. Departure time is irregular and you have to ask at Smiley's Guesthouse. Delays are common. The one-way trip is US$45 per person, and they cram in as many travellers as possible. 

Christoph Pulster

China

I don't like to fly so when I purchased my airline tickets in Kumming I told the travel agent. He replied that I didn't need to worry because these days they had skilled pilots and American planes. I told him that what I was most concerned about was the maintenance of the planes and he tried to reassure me: "Don't worry," he said, "American planes don't need any maintenance." 

Bernt Magne Arnesen

Germany

Munich is famous for its beers and, unfortunately, its high prices. However, just north of the city is the Studentstadt, a little village full of fun bars, restaurants and clubs that serve ridiculously inexpensive food and drinks. A delicious half litre of beer costs less than US$1. These are usually open until dawn. One supposedly needs a student ID card to get in, but I was never asked.

Michael Kraus

USA

Travelling in your own vehicle is the best way to appreciate the great North American wilderness. We bought our car from a dealer for around $1000. Buying the car is the easy part - getting it on the road legally is hard. To register the car you need a smog certificate and insurance. The smog certificate was supplied by the dealer but not many agents were interested in insuring a foreigner. Those who were charged a fortune. The solution was to get a Nevada driving licence. I went to the Department of Vehicles and gave my passport as ID. When they asked what I was doing, as advised by the dealer I told them I was just hanging around Nevada for a while. I provided the address of the dealer and that was the paperwork complete. The written test was the easiest test I have ever taken in my life and the driving test was a breeze. Once I had a licence, insurance was easy (and a quarter of the cost). We then hit the road.
Simon Wheeler

Andrew Hill
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