IT2000: Design

Pictures don’t have to be rectangular!

Design work will often involve working with pictures. Here are two suggestions for using your images in a slightly different way to produce very attractive, good quality, results using basic Office software.
Illustrated WordArt
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This has been a well-kept secret for many years! WordArt has been very much over-used and, in many of its forms, can look positively dated now! However, with a little extra effort you should be able to drag it into the 21st century. This effect works best with either a single letter or a word or two. Start WordArt, select the simple outline style (usually the top left box in the gallery) and type in your text. The default font is Arial Black which is OK to start with. Whatever you do you will need a large, fat font. This technique is rarely suitable for the thin, wispy fonts. Press OK to get the first text on the page.

Right click on the text and select Format WordArt. The window that opens may be familiar. You should find Fill colour and Line colour. It’s usually best to set the Line colour at None. For the fill you’re going to use an image. Click on the arrow next to the colour box and from the selection pick Fill effects . . . /Picture and then click on Select Picture.

Now navigate to where you have an image stored which you would like to use. Alternatively you could browse through the picture files on your PC, a CD or whatever. Unfortunately, there is no preview available so you really will find it easiest if you know what you are looking for. Not all pictures have useful names and Microsoft’s own clip art fails here too. Once you have selected a picture and inserted it there will be a preview and then press OK. The image will appear within the lettering!
As a finishing touch add a simple shadow to the WordArt. Penultimate button on the Drawing toolbar.
Pictures in shapes
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Your favourite images will nearly always be square or rectangular. Pity. You need an oval, a circle or a star. You can have them. Choose Autoshapes from the Drawing toolbar (or a square or oval directly from the toolbar). Pick a shape and drag it out to the size you want. Ignore whatever colour it gives you. Just as for WordArt, you can change the Fill and Line colours for shapes. Use either the Fill and Line buttons on the toolbar or right click and select Format Autoshape. Follow the procedure outlined above. You should be pleasantly surprised at the possibilities!
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