sample macro:

recording survey responses


You do a survey – spend time getting the questionnaire looking good and even more time getting them filled in. Now you’ve got to summarise the results. Excel springs to mind but even the very best designed questionnaires can be a real pain when it comes to transferring data. It has to be done by hand, unless you’ve got a few grand to spend on some OCR software. What you’d like to do is type a response code into a box on a spreadsheet, hit enter and have the program keep a running total and return the box to blank ready for the next entry.
These notes describe a little macro which’ll do (almost) just that. This example can handle as many questions as you like, provided they’re set out in a single row. The almost bit means that you have to hit enter and another button too but that sure beats the way I’ve been doing it for years before!

Illustrated below is the simple form to record the responses to a single question. The highlighted white box in the yes or no column is where you type one for each yes answer. Hit enter and the response is added to the running total displayed.

The formula I’ve used in the example below highlights the yes box each time but if you’re expecting a significant majority of another answer then a different box can be designated to be highlighted first.
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The formula for E2 is =sum(B4:B204) and G2=sum(D4:D204). This caters for 200 responses. Just change the range if you need fewer or more.
The default setting in Excel makes the selection box move down a row whenever you press Enter. Useful though this is in most instances it is not helpful here so you need to change this action. Go to Tools>Options>Edit and clear the tick in Move selection when Enter. This will keep the cell selected after pressing Enter.
The clever part is a macro. Select B4 and use Tools>Macro>Record New Macro and give it a name (poll1, response1, addmeup45 or whatever). Ignore the shortcut key and press OK.

A Stop rec(ording) button appears.
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Now, very carefully, use Format>Row>Hide to hide the existing row 4. Then use Insert>Row to add one in. Click on D4 and change the border, colour or whatever – in this example it is made white. Click on B4 and do the same.

Click on the Stop Rec(ording) button which then disappears.

Now create a button using the facilities from the Drawing toolbar. There is a smart button shape in Autoshapes or you can use a simple square or circle. Draw out a suitable size and shape. Fill it using the Fill colour button. I tend to remove the lines with by setting the Line colour to No Line.

Place your button wherever is most suitable but keep it above row 4.

Right click on the button and select Assign macro. From the list pick the one you require and press OK. You should notice that a hand icon appears when you run the mouse over this button now.

Test it. Put a number in B4 and/or D4. Hit Enter. Hit the button. The totals should update and the boxes cleared ready for the next entry.

Save the file and that’s it.
Note: when you open this file on some PCs you may get a warning message concerning macros. This is built in ‘protection’ against viruses that used to commonly found in Office documents. You can safely ignore the message and continue as it is your macro not a virus.
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