IT2000

Excel: using names in formulae

It can often be a good idea to name cells, or a range of cells in a worksheet.
Naming cells or ranges will make formulae easier to write and save you having to change them so often – you can also use the name in formulae in other sheets if you need to work with more than one sheet.
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In this example the costs have been calculated using the formula as shown below
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Excel picked up the headings automatically. As long as you have all the headings in a row then it should spot them and allow you to use them.
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In the above example, the sale price was also just as simple: = gross price-discount
It may be, though, that one of the components isn’t in the same row or doesn’t have a heading. Indeed, it might be buried on another sheet. You can still use a name but you’ll have to tell Excel where to find its contents.

In the illustration below the rate has been moved to cell A24 and Excel has no idea what the formulae means.
[image: image4.jpg]10%

K

sale price.

discount

90

10

100

N o

o el o o

o
uxxxmxmiz

0%|



[image: image1.jpg]el

|
‘quantity
24

67
100

c

price.
£0.88)
£4.99
£0.67
£o.40

D
cost
£a1.12
£29.94
£44.89
£40.00

£135.95




The right hand illustration shows that with cell A24 now named rate (just type the name you want in the box at the top left and press Enter). It is happy again and the original formulae work.

It would be possible to change the rate from 10% to another figure and the sale price will be recalculated. Very useful, and easier to say and do than something called absolute cell references ($A$24 would have been the awkward alternative).
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